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COLONIES AND TRADE. 

In confequence of the following Communi- 
cation from Mr. Alexander Ander- 
son, relative to the Culture of various 
ufeful Plants in the Botanic Garden in 
the Ifland of St. Vincent, the Society 
this Seflion voted to him their Silver. 
Medal, and eleded him a Correfpond- 
ing Member; and the Catalogue of the 
Plants growing in that Garden, men- 
tioned in Mr. Anderfon's Letter, is re- 
ferved in the Society's Library. 



SIR, 

AS the Society for the Encouragement 
of Arts, Manufadlures, and Com- 
merce, countenance and encourage the in- 
trodudtion and cultivation of ufeful Plants 
in the Britifli Colonies, it may probably be 
acceptable to have fome information rela- 

Y 4 tive 
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tlve to His Majefty's Garden in this Ifland, 
eftablifhed by General Melville, above thirty 
years agoj I therefore take the liberty of 
tranfmitting you a Catalogue of Plants in it, 
and the prefent Hate of fome of the moft va- 
luable, which, if you think not foreign to 
their views, I beg the honour of your laying 
them before the Society, 

I am. Si r. 

Your moft humble fervant, 

Alexander Anderson. 

botanic Garden, St. Vincenty 
Jan. 24, 1798. 

Samuel More, Efq, 

State of fame of the mojl valuable Plants 
in His Majejlys Botanical Gardens 
in the Ifland of '^i. Vincent, December 2^^ 
1797- 

Artocaupus incisus. — Otahcite Bread-Fruit, 

In June 1793, of the original plants fifty 
were referved in the garden, to yield future 

fupplies 
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fupplies for the different iflands ; of thofe 
few were two feet high, or half an inch 
diameter in the ftem j moft of them from 
fix inches to a foot in height. In October 
1794 fome began to produce fruit j in 
March following all of them. At prefent 
moft of the trees are about thirty feet high; 
the ftem two feet from the ground from three 
to three feet and a half in circumference. 

The fruit comes out in fucceffion the 
greater part of the year; from November 
till March fewer than at any other time. 
But as there are fix varieties of the tree and 
fruit in the garden, fome kinds are loaded, 
whilft there is fcarcely any fruit on the 
others j fo that fome one of them is always 
in fruit. The number one tree produces is 
very great, often in clufters of five or fix, 
bending the lower branches to the ground. 
According to the different varieties, the fruit 
is of various fhapes and fizes, in weight from 
four to ten pounds, fome fmooth fkinned, 
others rough or tuberculated ; taken from 
the tree before maturity, the juice is of the 
colour and coaliftcnce of milk, and in tafte 

fbmething 
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fbmething fimilar. It iflues for more than 
ten minutes in a continued flream, and 
thickens into a glutinous or adhefive fub- 
ilance. 

The fruit is in the greateft perfe(flion 
about a week before they begin to ripen ; 
at that period it is ealily known, from the 
ikia changing to a brownifli caft, and from 
fmall granulations of the juice. When ripe 
it is foft and yellov/, in fmell and tafte like 
a very ripe melon: in that flate, hogs, dogs, 
and poultry, are fond of it. When half 
grown, boiled, it is good food for hogs and 
poultry. For Bread, the beft mode of 
drefiing, is baking it entire in an oven as 
Bread J when properly done, and laying 
afide prejudices, with a little cuftom, it is 
equal to, if not better than any kind of Bread, 
as it is lighter and very eafy of digeftion. 
Boiled, like yams, it is very good, and by 
many preferred to being baked. Negroes 
either eat it in that condition, or cut it in 
half, and roaft it in the afhes. It may be 
fliccd the fame as Bread, and toafted on a 

gridiron 
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gridiron. For a pudding, fcarcely any thing 
equals it. After baking or boiling, formed 
into a mafs like dough, and then baked as 
bifcuit, it Is nearly the fame as bifcuit, and 
will keep as long. 

From the firft appearance of the fruit 
(when of the fize of an egg), it is three 
months before they are full, or fit for eating. 
Having no formation of feeds, the tree pro- 
duces its progeny by fuckers from its roots, 
at the time it begins to yield its fruit j and a 
large young family arifes, at the diftance of 
three to thirty feet from the parent flem. 
For two years paft feveral hundreds of them 
have been tranfported to the different iflands. 

Independent of its utility, the tree is one 
of the handfomeft, and for ornament would 
be anxioufly fought after in any country. 
It is hardy, a tough wood, and refills the 
fevered gufi:s of wind. 

Befides the Otaheitan, Captain Bligh 

brought from Timor fome plants of the 

Eaft-India Bread-Fruit, two of which he 

li^^ft in the Garden. Although the fruit is 

5 cfculent. 
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efculent, yet is It far inferior to the other, 
and a bad fubflitute. It is ill-fhapedj and 
of a foft pulpy fubftance ; it has no feeds, 
but propagates itfelf as the former does. 

The feed-bearing kind, in its external 
habit, is hardly to be difcriminated from the 
true, yet in fruit differs very much from it, 
containing no efculent fubftance but its feeds, 
in number from forty to eighty, and fome- 
times one hundred j in appearance like chef- 
nuts : when roafted or boiled, they are pre- 
ferred, by many people, to Bread-Frult, 
Negroes are very fond of them. 

The fruit is nearly the fize of the Bread- 
Fruit, and is covered with prickles like a 
hedge-hog. As the feeds readily vegetate. 
Nature has no occafion for the pufhing up 
plants from the roots, as in the Bread- 
Frult. Previous to the arrival of the Pro- 
vidence, a young plant of it was fent to the 
Garden from Martinico for the true Bread- 
Fruit. It grows as faft, and gives fruit as 
foon, but rifes to a larger and ftronger tree. 
In the French Iflands it is known by the 

name Chataignier du Malabar. 

Laurus 
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Laurus CiKUAMOuxjM.'— Cinnamon ; Three Kinds. 

One of them has been common in the 
French Iflands for many years, and was 
introduced into the Garden, near thirty years 
ago, by Dr. Young. It is the Laurus 
Cinnamomum of Jacquin, whiqh he found 
in the woods of Martinico, and conjectures 
to be the fame as the Ceylon Cinnamon. 
Ahhough in feme parts it has a great affi- 
nity with the true Cinnamon, yet on the 
whole it feems eflentially different. 

The leaves have the greateft affinity, and 
the greateft part of its property feems con- 
centrated in them. They fmell and tafte 
ftrong of Cinnamon, and, for culinary pur- 
pofes, are a good fubftitute. 

The bark of thofe branches of the fize and 
age from which the iineft Cinnamon is ob- 
tained, poflefles nothing but a rough aftrin- 
gent tafte : that from the old trunk, which 
is very thick, is fometimes ftrong of the 
fpice. The thin membrane next to the 
I wood 
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wood is pleafant, but difficult to feparate 
from the thick brittle bark. 

Whether or not this is the Cajjia lignea, 
or the true Ceylon Cinnamon degenerated 
through negleft, I cannot determine j be 
that as it will, it is no occidental plant, as 
it has no affinity with, or habit of, the 
American fpccies. It undoubtedly has been 
introduced from the Eaft into thefe Iflands. 
Jacquin might naturally take it for an indi- 
genous plant, not adverting to its propaga- 
tion by birds. Birds are fond of the feeds, 
and may readily diffeminate them in the 
woods : they have been inftrumental ia 
rendering many foreign plants common in 
thefe Iflands. 

From three fmall trees, found in the 
Garden in 1785, one hundred trees are at 
prefent producing feeds. It is fomething 
lingular that it can only be increafed by 
feeds, whereas the other two kinds grow 
as readily by layers and by cuttings as by 
feeds. 



It 
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It Is an cretft handfome tree, from fif- 
teen to twenty feet high, with compaft 
credt branches, and thrives in any foil or 
jfituation. 

The leaves are of an oval-fpear fliape, 
with three longitudinal ribs, united above 
the bafe ( tripUnervia ) ; the under fide of 
a yellow colour. 

The two other kinds were Introduced 
from the Eaft Indies by the French, in 
1785 and 1786. A plant of each was fent 
to the Garden in 1787. The firft was from 
Martinico, by a Gentleman, then a corre- 
fpondent and fellow-labourer for the true 
Ceylon Cinnamon. It was four inches 
high, and profpered remarkably well ; fo 
much fo, that at prefent there are thirty 
young trees producing feeds, with nurferies 
of feveral hundred young ones, exclufive of 
thofe already fent to the different iflands. 
It grows eredl with the former : the bran- 
ches are fhorter and more compaft, forming 
the fhape of a cone. 



The 
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The leaves are oval, with three longi- 
tudinal ribs } fometimes five are united at 
the bafe : the under iide is of a fea-green 
colour. 

It readily grows from cuttings and layers, 
as it alfo does from feeds. From branches 
of thrt-e and four years old the bark is very 
fine. It fferns beft when the fap is ia 
greateft plenty, or fifing, and is then cafily 
peeled off: at other times it ftrongly adheres 
to the wood. During the operation, the 
juice fqueezed out is whitifli, and rather 
infipid. It acquires ftrength in drying; 
but whether it is beft dried in the fun 
or the fhade, I cannot determine; but 
fpecimens, done both ways, accompany this 
Piiper. The leaves are hot and biting, and 
tafte much of the Clove, but little of the 
Cinnamon. 

The third fort was alfo a fmall plant, 
fent to the Garden for the True Cinnamon, 
by a Gentleman in St. Lucia, in return for 
plants fent him from the Garden. He 
obtaii]cd it from tlie Captain of a frigate 

from 
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from the lile de France bound to St. Do- 
mingo, with a cargo of valuable plants, 
but put in there for refreflimentSi The 
leaves of this kind are broad, of an oval 
oblong Ihape, with five diftind: ribs united 
at the bafe; the under fide a yellow green: 
they fmell and tafte as thofe of the former 
kind. Its bark feems to be the befl of the 
three; and its habit, or mode of growth, 
differs very much from the former two. It 
rarely grows above eight feet high, if left 
to nature, but divides, near the ground, 
into very long ilender branches, fpreading 
horizontally: the lower ones are procum- 
bent, but they may be trained up flrait. 
The branches, however, are always much 
longer, more flender, and with fewer fe- 
condary ones, than the others. It has the 
appearance of another /pecies. 

Caryophyllus Aromaticus. — Qove. 

The firft plant was received from Martl- 
liico, at the fame time as the Cinnamon. 
As it is a very tender plant while young, it 

Z was 
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was frequently loft when three or four feet 
htgh, and fuppofed out of danger, but was 
fortunately preferred by layers, one of 
which at prefent is fix feet high, and 
healthy. This, with ten other young 
plants, arc all the Garden as yet pofleilcs. 

The leaves are ftrong of the Clove, and 
retain their ftrength after drying. For cu- 
linary intentions they arc a fuhftitute. 

At what age <x fize the plant produces 
feeds, as yet I am ignorant. 

Specimens of the diflferent kinds of Barks, 
Eseationcd in the foregoinj; Paper, arc 
rdkvoi m the Society's Repofitories. 



The 
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The Thanks of the Society were this Seffidn 
given to Mr. Sievers, of Bauenhoff, 
in Livonia, the Author of' the follo\<'- 
ing Paper, on the Manner of Rearing 
AND Treating Silkworms in the 
Northern Parts of Eurc^pe^ and the So- 
ciety, in confequence of this Communi- 
cation, elcded him one of their Corre- 
fponding Members. 



S IR, 

THE principle that induced me to trou- 
ble you with this letter, will, I hope, 
ferve for an apology, and gain your indul- 
gence. 

Not till late in this autumn the thirteen 
volumes of the Tranfadtlons of the Society 
for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufac- 
tures, and Commerce, came to my hands. 
I perufed them with fo much the more 
pleafure, as I remember, while in England, 
Z 2 in 
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in my younger years, the firft exiftence and 
fudden rife of this ufeful Society, by the 
public fpirit of Mr. Shipley, whofe nan>e 
was ever fince refpedlable to me. 

I dare not intrude on your time, fo ufe- 
fuUy employed for the public good of your 
Country, to exp^itiate on the many articles I 
moft admired, but efpecially the encourage- 
ment of Plantations, by which the Society 
will be the benefadlor of ages to come : yet 
one article ftruck. me, for its not anfwering 
the expedations and repeated laudable exer- 
tions of ihe Society; I mean, the Cultivation 
of Silk and the Mulberry-tree, an objed: fo 
wortfiy the Society's attention. 

I will venture to juflify the trouble I am 
g h)g to give you. Sir, by this long letter, 
in faying fomething which rnay appear of 
feme ufe on that fccre. You will fmile to 
hear a man living under the 58th degree of 
latitude, and fo much to the Eafi as beyond 
the Baltic, fpeak of the Cultivation of the 
Mulberry-tree and rearing of Silkworms j 
yet I hope to win your indulgence, perhaps 

your 
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your candid approbation of fome of my 
thoughts. Many thoufands of Engliih No- 
bility and Gentry travelled, rambled, even 
lived, in Italy and the South of France; 
numbers of them I have feen and know^n 
there; but none cared to enquire about 
the Silkworm, and its prodigious work : 
amufements chiefly took up their time ; of 
a few, antiquities, ftatues, paintings, of 
v/hich, be it faid to their honour, no na- 
tion has made To rich a harveft on the 
hungry Italians, preying on the wealth of 
the Englidi travellers. 

But to come to the Silkworms. — 
While I ferved, in the year 1758, in the 
Ruffian Army, in Pomerania, particularly 
near the coaft of the Baltic, I had the good 
luck, being quarter-mafter general of a 
divifion, to fhare a confiderable corn field 
of a gentleman; this produced an acquaint- 
ance with the owner: having feen there 
many plantations of Mulberry- trees, of both 
forts, he told me their ufe, and fhewed me 
Z 3 their 
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their produce. I lequefted fome feeds of 
both, and the model of a fpinning- wheel. 

Some of the feeds were fown at a villa 
near St. Peterfburgh, belonging to an uncle 
of mine; they j, always froze to the earth i 
yet in the following years would rife as high 
as three or four feet, in feveral branches, 
and give, with a few larger trees in the 
green-houfe, food for three thoufand Silk- 
worms, which gave near a pound of filk. 
But this eliay had no followers, and is now 
no more. 

Another part of the Pomeranian feed was 
fbwn next fpring at my then living father's 
eflate, where I now live, in Livonia, about 
eighty-five Englifli miles north of Riga. 
The frofts took aKvays half of the year's 
growth. They were planted in a couple of 
borders, and kept under the iheers, then 
much in ufe, as formerly in England. No ufe 
wasmadeof the leaves. When I retired from 
public life, I found no more than forty-five 
trees, or rather bulhes, landing in one row, 
two feet afunderj I tranfplanted every fe- 

concl 
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cond or third tree, by which I loft three 
trees : I made fuckUngs, and have more 
than a hundred low ftandard trees by them; 
cuttings I never attempted, mifled by a 
German author, who affured me they would 
not take. 

I wrote for fome feeds from Berlin, of 
the White Mulberry, of which I had many 
thoufand plants: being no botanift, I am 
not fure they are of the White, though they 
have leaves much more fmooth and tender 
than my old trees. 

The feedlings rofe a foot in the firft year, 
but froze to the ground j the next they rofe 
to two feet, of which more than a foot was 
lofl by the next winter; fo they did the 
third year : then I tranfplanted them, partly 
in rows in beds, one foot afunder, others in 
fundry places of light middling land. I 
gave many hundreds to feveral ladies, who, 
hearing of my Silkworms, were curious to 
have the plants. A lady near the town 
ef Dorpat, near a hundred miles to the 
north-eaft, rears already a couple of thou- 
Z 4 fand 
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fand Silkworms, and has a (hawl em* 
broidered with her own filk of natural co-» 
lours. Thofe planted in rows and beds 
were, after two years, plaoted for good, in 
different places, even in the field ; of thefe, 
having no (belter, fome have fuffered more 
than thofe which were protected by build" 
ings or other trees. 

I made no ufe of my Mulberry-leaves, 
till five years ago. Travelling in White 
Ruflia, or to be more explicit, in the Go- 
vernment of Polotzk, on the borders of the 
River Duna, about one hundred and fifty 
miles to the eaft of Riga, confequently 
fomewhat colder, I found fome ladies ruf- 
fling cocoons, having, as fhey faid, no 
fpinning- wheel ; the cocoons were fpun 
there the fame fummer. The mother of 
thefe ladies being from the fouthern bor- 
ders of former Poland, had brought young 
Mulberry-trees from thence, which I faw 
thrive very well, being ilandard trees of 
^bove fifteen feet high, and, near thg 
ground, of about three inches thick, 

3 They 
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They gave me a fheet of paper with fome 
eggs : the next year I had near three thou- 
fand worms fpinning. A German pamphlet 
from Berlin ferved me for inftrudion, and 
to make a fpinning-wheel, for my Pome- 
ranian model was loft. I had fuch a great 
call for cocoons, that, inftead of near a 
pound, which' I might probably have had, 
I got but ten ounces of Silk, taking eight or 
nine cocoons to a thread. 1 fent fome of 
the Silk to her Imperial Majefty, of glorious 
memory, (he being a great promxOter of all 
forts of indaftry. I received a moft gra- 
cious letter of thanks from her hand : I 
fent likewife fome Silk to the Society of 
Economy at Peterlburg, whofe Prefident, 
Count Anhalt, wrote to me a letter of 
thanks and approbation. For myfelf, I got 
a pair of knitted white filk ftockings, 
having no loom for weaving in this neigh- 
bourhood. 

The two following years about the fame 
number were reared, though more might have 
t)een fo, Thefugklings of my old trees tranf- 

planted 
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planted beginning to give a pretty deal of 
leaves, this year I expeifted ta have had eights, 
fhoufand^. but being obliged to make a 
journey in the beginning of May to the 
fouthern parts of Ruffia, beyond Kiovia^ 
which journey took up the whole fummer, 
the young lady I intruded with rearing my 
Silkworms, full of eagernefs to the pur- 
pofe; cxpofed the fheets with the cgga to 
the fun too focn : when the leaves hzi. 
fcarce begun to break, overjoyed at the 
prodigious nnraber that crept out, Hie for- 
got my prefcription, counted more than 
fixteen thoufand at tlie third jQcinning^ but 
ihe trees were then almoft bare of leaves ^ 
Hie could not refolve to throw one half 
away, to fave the other j fo moft of the 
poou animakula died, and fcarce tv/o thou- 
fand remained, which gave much fmaller 
cocoons than in the former years. I am 
even in danger of lofingmyold trees, for they 
feem weakened by being ftripped too much. 
Moft of my old trees, which are rather 
buflies of about fix, feven, or eight feet, 

branching 
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branching from the ground, are of the 
black fort, bearing very fmall fruit, much 
fmaller than in England; but thbfe I take 
to be white ones, do not bear any. I ftill 
take them to be fuch, becaufe they fufFer . 
fomewhat more by the frofts, and the little 
creatures eat their leaves more eagerly than 
from the others. 

No infeds I ever remarked on either: 
the B.everend Mr. Sw^ayne's remarking fome 
earwigs, is a phenomenon I never heard of 
in Italy, nor this fummer at Kiovia, nor 
found it in any book. 

From thefe premifes. Sir, methinks we 
may venture to draw the following outlines 
of what might be proper to come nearer to 
the ufeful and extenfive aim of the Society. 

I. That the White Mulberry-tree is 
the only one that will produce Silk. The 
quotation, psge 191, in your Tenth Volume, 
of Mr. Hanway's Travels, a man of known 
veracity, I can afliire to be true, by what 
I have heard of a gentleman who lived 
p^Any years at Aftrachan, and had con- 
nexions 
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nexions with the Armenians, who are the 
principal traders with Perfia and Peilian 
Silk, an article increafing yearly, for the ufe 
of the manuflxdures at Moicow. The Per-* 
iian Silkworms, as thofe in Italy and tlie 
South of France, feed inofl certainly on the 
White Mulberry leaves alone. This is 
confirmed by the ingenious and indefatiga- 
ble Mr. Arthur Young, in his Travels in 
the South of France and Lombardy, as 
quoted by Mr. Swayne, which I have read 
in his works ; and Mr. Bertezen affirms 
the fame J while what he gives as his own 
opinion is evidently fallacious, if not fet 
forward on purpofe to miflead. No doubt 
the Worms will live on the Black, but 
will not thrive, nor give any other but in-, 
different Silk. I therefore think, that for a 
complete eftablhhment and producing Silk, 
this being the laudable aim of the Society, 
the White Mulberry alone fl^ould be raifed, 
ufing the Black, exifting of old in England, 
for its fruit, only as a neceflltous nourifh- 
ment, degrading the quality and value of the 

Silk. 
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Silk. As a further proof I mud add, that 
the Oiagazine Silk, the beft Europe pro- 
duces, owes its exccJleriCe to the particular 
kind of White Mulberry-trees, of which 
the branches are grafted on thofe raifed 
from feed., I remember to have heard, and 
even read fomevvhere, that they get. By 
way of fiirjggling, the branches to France 
to graft the trees in Provence, Dauphine, 
and Languedoc : Premiums will bring thetn 
as certainly to England. 

II. That the White Mulheny-tree vt^ill 
thrive moft certainly in England and Wales, 
and even in Scotland as far as EdinghurgK 
as a middling ftandard-tree. The Black and 
the White will do, though this lefs floia- 
riihingly, as far as the mod northen coafte 
of Scotland, perhaps not as a ftandard-tree, 
Ijut certainly as a large bufhy flirub, as my 
old trees are here. My trees, from fuckliags 
and feeds, are trained as fmall ftandard- trees, 
ahc ilem or trunk only four or three feet- 
To judg€ by the latitude, the White Mui- 
bcxry will thrive in Ireland as well as in 

England 
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England ; but the feeds fliould not be taken 
from France nor Italy, nor any warmer 
clime. I would propofe to get them by 
Stetten from Pomerania, and from Berlin ; 
nay, I have been affured fome may be had 
froni Koning{berg in Pruffia : care muft be 
taken to diftinguilli the two forts. The 
White one may be got too from Drefden 
and Leipzig: the feed of the Black in 
England will do for the northern parts of 
England ; but for Scotland I ihould rather 
obtain them from Pomerania and Prui3ia. 

III. That the feeds {hould be fown in 
plain but light garden-land, rather fome- 
what fandy, without any dung whatever. 
The Rev. Mr. Swayne, in your Tenth 
Volume, guelTes right when he attributes 
the lofs of his plants to the dung. 

IV. That I doubt the mode of cuttings 
to multiply the Mulberry-tree. I will 
make, next fpring, a trial in land, and in a 
green-houfe without heat; yet I think it 
a miftake : but from Seeds, the aim being 
univerfal, it feems more eligible, efpecially 

if 
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ii taken 'from a norAern clime, as^pr-opoifefi 
abovs. 

V* That, toallthofetbatwil'landertakfi 
to raife Silkworms, an exceffive cleaali- 
siefs il^ould fee recommended : no draught 
of air, no fmokc, qaalm, damp vapour„ 
or erhalation whatever, fliould come near 
Jthem ; no fickly perfon approach them. . 

VL That no fun-fliine, but only a 
ffiemperate or broken light, ihould come 
.upon them J tke heat of tlie room .fliould 
rbe Between twelve and fifteen of Reaumur:: 
airing itnore than once, efpecially ;in itte 
snorning, is neceflary. The rjDom ihould :ha\?B 
ihutters^ to fecu-ce them from theEffeftof 
thunder and lightning j confequently ;tl^ 
isringing them into the air:, as propofedlby 
•the Rev,. Mr. Swayne, I dans not adop.t;j 
iefides, the carrying the apparatus into the 
garden,, and back into the houfe, is .an 
jonneceiTary Jabour, requiring hands.. Tiie 
-apparatus ,is xeally a good. one, refemhlirtg 
ibme I have feen formerly in Italy, and this 
laft .fuouKer bejond lHovkj. at two eftates 
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of Field-Marfhal Count Rafoumouzky, 
who has Mulberry plantations, and got 
this fummer about twenty pounds of pretty 
good Silk. 

VII. That the rearing of Silkworms 
will take no labourer from the field, nor 
from any manufadure : it will employ only 
an elderly woman and a couple of children, 
of twelve, thirteen, or fourteen years of age, 
the gathering of the leaves excepted, which 
will employ one lad of fifteen j all thefe will 
rear thirty thoufand Worms, or more, in 
the term of fix or feven weeks, producing 
ten pounds of Silk. 

VIII. That for the Mulberry - tree 
no good land is required, but fuch as 
will grow the moft common trees on dry 
land; nay, I will venture to aflert, they 
will grow on Blackheath, on Hounflow- 
heath, on Finchley Common, and even 
on the barren Marlborough Downs. To 
thefe hints I mufl add, for the further 
encouragement of induftry, that I found, 
this fummer, at Kiovia, a poor taylor, a 

native 
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native of Upper Silefia, who having a fmall 
houfe overagainft the Mulberry - Garden 
planted by Peter the Great, and having 
fcen the rearing of Silkworms in his 
native country, began three years ago to 
rear fome with the leaves of that Garden. 
Laft year he delivered twenty-five pounds 
of Silk to the Diredor of the Imperial 
Garden there, who paid him, by order of 
the Emprefs, ten rubles a pound. I vifited 
him as a man of defert : I found his houfe, 
about twenty feet fquare, partitioned into four 
fmall rooms ; in the corner of one of thefe I 
found a dozen facks, of about three bufhels 
each, filled with as large and fine cocoons as 
I*have feen in Italy, and much finer than my 
own ; of thefe this induftrious man hoped 
to get thirty pounds of Silk. Except the 
men and boys he employed to gather the 
leaves, he had for his work to take care of 
his Worms, v/hofe number he rated to be 
near a hundred thoufand, no more help 
than his wife, an elderly woman, and three 
children, of twelve, thirteen, and fourteen 
years of age. A a As 
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As another proof how encouragement 
raifed induftry in a fimilar objeft, I muft 
add, that in the Pruffian dominions Mul- 
berry-trees were planted by order of Fre- 
derick William, father to Frederick II. A 
few hundreds of pounds of Silk were made 
yearly. This laft King negledted the objedl 
in the firft twelve years of his reign j the 
years 1750, 175 1, and 1752, produced 
together no more than one hundred and 
fifty pounds. Count Hertzberg got the 
care of it. Though taken up with minif- 
terial affairs, he found the objedt fo inte- 
refting, encouraged the fame with fuch zeal, 
gave even medals out of his own pocket, 
that an incredible augmentation enfued. In 
the year 1794, when he died, fourteen 
thoufand pounds of Silk were delivered 
into the Berlin manufacture, proved to be 
Prufllan Silk. Great Britain and Ireland 
would outdo them very foon, if fteps were 
taken to procure Mulberry feeds and plan- 
tations, and that the known public fpirit 
of the Nation would turn its attention 

to 
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to that objeft, and make it a national 
one. 

As a third and laft proof, permit me. 
Sir, to add, ' that the late Emprefs, hear- 
ing that fome Mulberry- trees, planted by 
Peter the Great, oa an Illand in the Wolga, 
near Czaritzin, were grown to a great 
height, and augmented by nature, fhe 
placed there a Colony of Ruffians, to the 
number of four hundred males (the place 
called Achtouba) ; gave them ten years 
exemption from imports, after which they 
were to pay their capitation and impofts 
in Silk, at ten rubles per pound. The 
firft Ribbon of the newly inftituted military 
Order of St. George, was of that produce; 
and though the fame was coarfe, fhe faid, 
fmiling, Ilie never wore a finer to her mind. 
From the Silkworms produce, give me 
leave, Sir, to fay a few words of a Plant 
which feems to be akin to them -, it is the 
j4fclepias Syriaca, mentioned in Miller's, 
Mawe's, and Abercrombie's Didtionaries,- 
as a perennial plant in England : I found it 
Aa a this 
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this fummer in an apothecary's garden in 
Kioviaj was furprifed to find its produce 
fo much refembling the Silk ; and that in 
Upper Silefia manufadurers exift that cultx* 
vate this plant, and fpinning its fort of Silk 
with Cotton, produce a Silky Stuff. Ac- 
cording to a calculation I have feen, half 
an acre will produce, in the third year, the 
value of ninety rix-dollars, and fo on. Here 
I fhould conclude; but, with a heart full 
of grateful feelings to a happy country, 
where I pafTed feven of my younger years, 
being attached to the Ruffian embafly, I 
mufl afk you a few queflions, that may 
perhaps prove not unworthy the attention of 
your truly patriotic Society. 

Is the Pinus Cembra, or Siberian Moun- 
tain Pine, or Siberian Cedar, known to 
you ? It is a very fine tree in appearance, 
and very valuable by its fruit and timber j 
I find it both in Miller's, Mawe's, and 
Abercrombie's Didtionariesj and methinks 
I have feen it at Chelfea, under the name 
of a Cedar. The fruit grows in their Pine- 
apples, 
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apples, in numerous fmall fweet kernels : 
k is offered as a delicacy in every citizen's 
houfe in Ruffia j but thofe kernels will not 
do for vegetation, becaufe they are dried in 
the oven to get them out of the apple. 
This tree would be an excellent acquifition, 
for Scotland in general, and for the Englifti 
parks in particular. Its needles are longer 
and darker than thofe of the famous Wey- 
mouth Pine: its home is on the mountains 
that feparate Siberia from Cafan, or rather 
Europe from Afia. 

Is the Archangel Larch-tree known to 
you ? All the men of war built at Arch- 
angel are of that timber. I have fome of 
eight years old in my garden that are fifteen 
feet high J the three laft years they rofe ten 
feet. I am curious to knpw from whence 
came the feeds of Larch planted in England 
and in Scotland. I do not believe them at 
home in Scotland, becaufe in Ruffia, in the 
Government of Olou, formerly of Noogrod, 
the Larch-tree begins to grow with the 
fixty- third degree of latitude : near Arch- 
A a 3 angel 
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angel, and on the borders of the White 
Sea, I have fcen Larch- trees that would 
ferve for marts. Should the English plan- 
tations be from thence or America, or from 
the Alps ? 

Why do not the Society offer a Pre- 
mium for the cultivation of the Weymouth 
Pine in particular, that tree being in fuch 
repute for its fpeedy growth; furnilhing 
even mafts to the navy ? Why not for feve- 
ral Timber and Walnut Trees, efpecially 
the Black with round, and the other with 
the oblong fruit ? Why not for a number 
of other American trees and underwood, 
efpecially the Ffeudo-Aca, fo renowned in 
Germany for its rapid growth as fuch ? 

All thefe are well known in England, as 
I fee by lifts of the gardeners who fell 
plants ; I know them by three claffical 
works in German j one publiflied at Got- 
tingen, 1789, by Mr. Wangenheim, who 
ferved as Captain in the Hanoverian troops 
all the American war j the other, of the 
late Profeflbr Du Roy, who direded for 
I many 



COLONIES AND TRADE. 359 

many years the exten five and fuccefsful plan- 
tations of Mr. Veltheim, between Brurvis 
and Magdeburg; third, of Mr. BurgfdorfF, 
at Berlin, who has extenfive plantations 
near that town, and carries on a great trade 
with American and German feeds. Thefe 
works would be worth your perufal, if you 
are acquainted with the German lan- 
guage. 

To compenfate with fomething the per- 
haps too tedious length of this letter, I 
muft tell you,. Sir, how the public fpirit 
of your refpedful Society turned to the ad- 
vantage of a diftant nation. The Society's 
fpirited exertions, and publifhed Premiums, 
gave the firft idea and rife to the Free Eco- 
nomical Society at St. Peterfburg, inftituted 
in the year 1766. The lateEmprefs, read- 
ing the Englifh news-papers, bid one to 
explain to her many of the Society's Pre- 
miums, with which flie was fo much 
pleafed, that foon after a Society of fifteen 
diftinguifhed perfons united, with her ap- 
probation, who chofe foon after many mem- 
A a 4 bers. 
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bers more, of whom I had the honour to be 
of the firft, being then Governor of Great 
Noogrod. The Society exifts, and has 
promoted many very ufeful objedls ; but not 
being in fuch affluent circumftances, by the 
aid of the public, their exertions fall fhort 
of thofe of the Englifh Society. 

This letter proves the due regard with 
vvhich I am. 

Si r. 
Your moft obedient Servant, 

J. SlEVER!?. 

Samuel More, Efq. 

Secrttary to the Society for the En- 
couragement of Jlfts, Manufac- 
tures, and Commerce, at London. ' 
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